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(Symphonic Suite For Band)

JIM CURNOW (ASCAP)

Performance Time

1. Prologue - 1:45
II. Brother Sun - 1:40
I11. Sister Moon and Stars - 3:25
IV. Brother Fire - 1:00
V. Mother Earth - 4:10
VI. Epilogue - 1:20
Total Performance Time - 13:20

Saint Francis Assisi (1181-1226) founded the Franciscan religious order of the Roman Catholic Church. His simple life of
poverty inspired many men during the Middle Ages. Today many people admire Francis because of his love of peace and his
respect for all creatures. Francis expressed his religious ideals in poems as well as through his ministry. “Canticle Of The

Creatures” sings praise to many of God's creations.

It is most important to remember that these poems and lauds were not written to be read in prayer books but to be sung either
by the friars as part of their preaching exercises or as a part of their own devotions.

Each movement of ““Canticle Of The Creatures” depicts the stanza of the poem after which it is entitled. It is not necessary for
this suite to be played in its entirety. However, if performed in an incomplete state, the composer asks that a variety of

movements (i.e. slow-fast-slow or fast-slow-fast) be selected.

1. Prologue

Mas! High, emmipotent, good Lord

To you alone belong praise and glory,
Honor and blessing.

No mair is worthy to breathe thy name.

1I. Brother Sun

Be praised, my Lord, for all your creatures.
In the first place for the blessed Brother Sun,

Who gives us the day and enlightens us through you.

He is beautiful and radiant with great splendor,
Giving witness of thee, Most Omuipolent One.

111, Sister Moon and Stars

Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Moon and the stars
Formed by you so bright, precious, and beautiful

IV. Brother Fire

Be praised, my Lord, for Brother Fire.
Who lights up the night
He is beautiful and carefree, robust and fierce

V. Mother Earth

Be praised, my Lord, for our sister, Mother Earth,
Wha nourishes and watches us

While bringing forth abwndance of fruits

With colored flowers and herbs

VL. Epilogue
Praise and hless my Lord.

Render thanks.

Serve him with great humility. Amen.
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